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Flappers, flag-pole sitting, and the Ford Model T--these are just a few of the things that instantly
conjure up a unique era--the Roaring Twenties.It was the bees' knees, the cat's meow. If you're
not familiar with 1920s slang, all the more reason to read this fascinating look at that wild,
exciting decade. It began on the heels of one tragedy--the flu pandemic of 1918--and ended with
another: the start of the Great Depression. But in between there were plenty of good times--the
Model T cars that Henry Ford made were cheap enough for the masses, the new sound of jazz
heated up speakeasies and nightclubs during the time of Prohibition. Women, recently given the
right to vote, cut their long hair into bobs, wore short skirts and makeup, and danced the
Charleston (sometimes in marathons that lasted days). Michele Mortlock hits all the highlights of
this heady age that still feels modern even a hundred years later.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.What Were the Roaring Twenties? Not
every period in United States history is special enough to have a nickname. But the 1920s has
more than one. These years are called the Roaring Twenties, the Jazz Age, and even the New
Era. Why? What made this time so special? What made the twenties roar? It’s because these
years were exciting . . . fun . . . dangerous . . . and even silly. There were crazy fads such as
flagpole sitting, which started in 1924 when stuntman Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly took a dare from a
friend. He sat on top of a flagpole for thirteen hours and thirteen minutes. Soon Kelly was hired
all across the United States to repeat the stunt. Other daredevils imitated him, competing for
money. Records were set for twelve days, seventeen days, and even twenty-one days, with food
sent up in baskets. Huge crowds gathered to watch. There were also dance marathons, often
called “bunion derbies” or “corn and callus carnivals.” For twenty-five cents, spectators watched
couples dance for hours, days, or sometimes even weeks. After a while, all that contestants
could do was shuffle their feet or cling to the necks of their partners and be dragged along. All to
earn the first-place prize money. The twenties also were known for thrilling feats of a more
important nature. In 1927, pilot Charles Lindbergh became the first to f ly nonstop across the
Atlantic Ocean—and he did it all alone in a small plane that didn’t even have a parachute. Most
of all, the 1920s were famous for good times—listening to jazz bands in nightclubs, dancing the
Charleston, dashing around in newly affordable automobiles, and following the lives of
glamorous Hollywood movie stars. However, the good times didn’t last. On October 29, 1929, it
all came crashing down, in an abrupt and terrible end. Chapter 1: After the Great War The
1920s certainly didn’t start out being a whole lot of fun. In the beginning of the decade, the
United States was recovering from two terrible disasters. The first was World War I, which ended
in 1918 with over seventeen million people dead, both soldiers and civilians. The United States
joined the war near the end, but in only nineteen months, more than one hundred thousand US



soldiers were killed fighting overseas and another two hundred thousand were wounded. Then a
different, totally unexpected enemy appeared: the Spanish flu. This deadly strain of the flu virus
spread quickly around the world. It killed 675,000 people in the United States, far more than the
war had. The flu killed very quickly, within hours or days. Most of its victims were young, healthy
adults. New Yorker Lillian Goldsmith often recalled that her sister Vivian “was dancing at a party
on Friday and dead on Monday.” At first, the symptoms seemed like any other flu, with fever and
headaches. Sometimes patients recovered. But if they didn’t, their lungs and internal organs
were destroyed, and their bodies would turn blue. There was no cure. After so much tragedy,
many people—especially the young and the returning soldiers—were desperate to have a good
time. They blamed the horrible war on the older generation. Now was the time to leave the past
behind. It took a little while for the twenties to really roar. After the war, the US economy went into
a slump. Factories that once had been working overtime to provide weapons and supplies for
American troops closed. Companies went out of business. People lost their jobs. Returning
soldiers looking for work added to the numbers of unemployed. The government, however, found
ways to help. And by 1921, the economy turned around. There were more jobs, which put more
money in the pockets of the American public. A spending boom began. The New Era had
arrived. Chapter 2: Women Voters On August 18, 1920, there was a dramatic change in the
lives of American women: They were finally granted the right to vote. It was a right they had
spent over seventy years fighting to win. With the vote, women had the power to change laws
and to take a greater part in government. This led to a greater desire to take control of their lives.
Women stepped out of the shadows of their parents and husbands. They went out by
themselves, without any chaperones to supervise them on dates. More girls went to college. In
1918, only 13,491 women earned a college degree. In 1930, the number had climbed to
55,266. Before the war, jobs for women had been limited. The poor had to settle for low-paying
jobs, such as doing housework in other people’s homes. For middle-class women, nursing and
teaching were among the few careers open to them. Being a doctor, lawyer, or head of a
company was practically unheard of. During the war, however, women had taken the jobs of men
fighting overseas. They were streetcar operators. They worked in shipyards, steel mills, and
factories that made guns and ammunition. Although many of those jobs were lost when the men
came back, more and more women kept on collecting paychecks. They found other careers.
Growing businesses now needed secretaries, stenographers, typists, and file clerks in their
offices. These jobs were usually filled by women. While most women still stayed at home to take
care of their families, their lives changed a lot, too, during the 1920s. New inventions made it
possible to spend less time doing chores and to have more time for fun. Electricity had been
lighting up city streets since the late 1800s. Now more private homes became wired for
electricity. Housekeeping became much easier with electric appliances like washing machines,
stoves, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, and sewing machines. In 1924, Clarence Birdseye
invented frozen foods. Meals became easier to prepare—they didn’t have to be made from
scratch. Convenient products like Wonder Bread, Welch’s Grape Jelly, Kool-Aid, and Rice



Krispies came on the market. There was a huge revolution in women’s fashions. Before, women
wore stiff, heavy clothing—dresses with high collars, big sleeves, tight corsets, and bulky, floor-
length skirts. Now women wanted loose, comfortable clothes so they could do the new fast
dances like the bunny hop, the Charleston, and the Lindy. They wanted to play sports. They
didn’t want to spend a lot of time getting dressed. Young women began wearing short dresses
made of lightweight fabrics that hung loose on their bodies. These new styles were much easier
to wear. Mannish styles like tailored suits became popular. Some women even wore pants! A lot
of older people were absolutely scandalized! Women changed their hair as well as their clothes.
In the past, proper ladies had kept their long hair pinned on top of their heads. Now girls all over
the country were inspired by movie stars like Clara Bow. They cut their hair in a short, sleek style
called a bob. A bob was easier to care for and felt freer, which was perfect for the new,
independent American woman. Opera singer Mary Garden said in an interview, “Bobbed hair
belongs to the age of freedom, frankness, and progressiveness.” Since there weren’t a lot of hair
salons, young ladies stood in long lines outside of men’s barbershops to get their hair cut. These
modern young women became known as flappers. No one knows for sure where the name came
from, but everyone in the ’20s knew what it meant. Flappers wore makeup, drove cars, and went
to lots of parties. They drank cocktails and smoked cigarettes. Everything they did was
considered unladylike. But they didn’t care about breaking old rules—or new ones. They flocked
to speakeasies and nightclubs, where they could buy drinks, even though Prohibition had made
it against the law, something you could be arrested for. --This text refers to the library
edition.About the AuthorMichele Mortlock is a lifelong history buff who is thrilled to be sharing
her passion for learning about the past with others. This is her first children's book. She lives in
Brooklyn, New York, with a fellow history lover and three indifferent cats. --This text refers to the
library edition.
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EndPhotographsTimelinesBibliographyAbout the AuthorsWhat Were the Roaring Twenties?Not
every period in United States history is special enough to have a nickname. But the 1920s has
more than one. These years are called the Roaring Twenties, the Jazz Age, and even the New
Era. Why? What made this time so special? What made the twenties roar?It’s because these
years were exciting . . . fun . . . dangerous . . . and even silly. There were crazy fads such as
flagpole sitting, which started in 1924 when stuntman Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly took a dare from a
friend. He sat on top of a flagpole for thirteen hours and thirteen minutes. Soon Kelly was hired
all across the United States to repeat the stunt. Other daredevils imitated him, competing for
money. Records were set for twelve days, seventeen days, and even twenty-one days, with food
sent up in baskets. Huge crowds gathered to watch.There were also dance marathons, often
called “bunion derbies” or “corn and callus carnivals.” For twenty-five cents, spectators watched
couples dance for hours, days, or sometimes even weeks. After a while, all that contestants
could do was shuffle their feet or cling to the necks of their partners and be dragged along. All to
earn the first-place prize money.The twenties also were known for thrilling feats of a more
important nature. In 1927, pilot Charles Lindbergh became the first to fly nonstop across the
Atlantic Ocean—and he did it all alone in a small plane that didn’t even have a parachute.Most
of all, the 1920s were famous for good times—listening to jazz bands in nightclubs, dancing the
Charleston, dashing around in newly affordable automobiles, and following the lives of
glamorous Hollywood movie stars. However, the good times didn’t last. On October 29, 1929, it
all came crashing down, in an abrupt and terrible end.CHAPTER 1After the Great WarThe



1920s certainly didn’t start out being a whole lot of fun. In the beginning of the decade, the
United States was recovering from two terrible disasters.The first was World War I, which ended
in 1918 with over seventeen million people dead, both soldiers and civilians. The United States
joined the war near the end, but in only nineteen months, more than one hundred thousand US
soldiers were killed fighting overseas and another two hundred thousand were wounded.Then a
different, totally unexpected enemy appeared: the Spanish flu. This deadly strain of the flu virus
spread quickly around the world. It killed 675,000 people in the United States, far more than the
war had.The flu killed very quickly, within hours or days. Most of its victims were young, healthy
adults. New Yorker Lillian Goldsmith often recalled that her sister Vivian “was dancing at a party
on Friday and dead on Monday.” At first, the symptoms seemed like any other flu, with fever and
headaches. Sometimes patients recovered. But if they didn’t, their lungs and internal organs
were destroyed, and their bodies would turn blue.There was no cure.After so much tragedy,
many people—especially the young and the returning soldiers—were desperate to have a good
time. They blamed the horrible war on the older generation. Now was the time to leave the past
behind.Return to NormalcyAfter the war, millions of Americans wanted the country to go back to
the way it was before. In 1920, Ohio senator Warren G. Harding ran for president. His campaign
slogan was “Return to Normalcy.” Harding won but gave important positions to unqualified
people and paid little attention to what they did. His administration was rocked by scandals. He
died suddenly in 1923, before his term was over, and Vice President Calvin Coolidge became
president.Warren G. HardingIt took a little while for the twenties to really roar. After the war, the
US economy went into a slump. Factories that once had been working overtime to provide
weapons and supplies for American troops closed. Companies went out of business. People lost
their jobs. Returning soldiers looking for work added to the numbers of unemployed.The
government, however, found ways to help. And by 1921, the economy turned around. There
were more jobs, which put more money in the pockets of the American public. A spending boom
began. The New Era had arrived.CHAPTER 2Women VotersOn August 18, 1920, there was a
dramatic change in the lives of American women: They were finally granted the right to vote. It
was a right they had spent over seventy years fighting to win. With the vote, women had the
power to change laws and to take a greater part in government. This led to a greater desire to
take control of their lives. Women stepped out of the shadows of their parents and husbands.
They went out by themselves, without any chaperones to supervise them on dates. More girls
went to college. In 1918, only 13,491 women earned a college degree. In 1930, the number had
climbed to 55,266.Before the war, jobs for women had been limited. The poor had to settle for
low-paying jobs, such as doing housework in other people’s homes. For middle-class women,
nursing and teaching were among the few careers open to them. Being a doctor, lawyer, or head
of a company was practically unheard of.During the war, however, women had taken the jobs of
men fighting overseas. They were streetcar operators. They worked in shipyards, steel mills, and
factories that made guns and ammunition. Although many of those jobs were lost when the men
came back, more and more women kept on collecting paychecks. They found other careers.



Growing businesses now needed secretaries, stenographers, typists, and file clerks in their
offices. These jobs were usually filled by women.While most women still stayed at home to take
care of their families, their lives changed a lot, too, during the 1920s. New inventions made it
possible to spend less time doing chores and to have more time for fun.
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Lisa S, “Historical fiction. The Roaring Twenties was a fantastic historical fiction book. I highly
recommend it for an elementary age child to get an inside look at the 20s.”

Annie Johnson, “Great. Can't go wrong with Who Was books.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “MY FAVORITE CHILDREN'S BIOGRAPHY SERIES. LOVE THESE
BOOKS, I OWN ALMOST EVERY ONE THAT'S BEEN PRINTED AND I ALWAYS PRE-ORDER
THEM WHEN I CAN.”

Alexandrea, “Love this series!. My son loves this series. He has yet to read one”

Nadine Pinon, “1920’s Flappers. My daughter loved the book! She was vet interested in 1920’s
flappers. And this book was perfect for her. It was age appropriate for a young teen.”

soung s., “Great book. it was very intresting and i learned a lot about it. I really like the whole
series and have read almost all of them. I wonder why they put the head bigger on the cover if it
is a who was or who is book. I rate this book a five out of five.”

christine prior, “Just finish reading this book it’s nice to step back in Time. Just finish reading this
book it’s nice to step back in Time”

The book by Barb Rosenstock has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 131 people have provided feedback.
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